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DECLARATION 


- BY THE 


Kings Majelty, 


To His Subje&s of the Kingdoms of Scotland, 


England, and Ireland. Printed at Edinburgh. 1650. 


on of Divine Providence, by which he hath been recovered 

out of the inare of Evil Counlel; and having artained ſo full 

perſwafion and confidence of the Loyalty of his People in 
S$-ot/and , with whom he hath too long ftood at a diſtance ; and of the Righ- 
reouſnels of their Caule, as to joyn in one Covenant with them, and to caſt 
himſelf and his Intereſts wholly upon God ; and in all matters Civil, to fol- 
low the Advice of his Parliament, and ſuch as ſhall be intrufted by them 3 
andin all matters Ecclefialtick , the Advice of the General -Afſembly and 
their Commiſſioners ; and being ſenſible of his duty to God , and defirous to 
approve himſelf ro the conſciences of all his good SubjzAs, and to top the 
mouths ot his and their Enemies and Traducers, doth in reference to his for- 
.mer Deportments, and as to his Reſolutions for the furure , Declare, as 
follows. 

S#. IT, Though His Majeſty as a dutiful Son be obliged ro honour the 
memory of His Royal Father , and have in eſtimation the perſon of His Mo- 
ther, yetdoth He deſire co be deeply humbled and afflied in Spirit before 
God, becauſe of His Fathers hearkning to, and following evil Counſels, and 
. His oppoſition to the Work of Reformation, and to the Solemu League: and 


S:4, 1, H: Majeſty taking in conſideration, that merciful Diſpenſati- 
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Covenant, by which ſo much of the blood of the Lords People hath been 
- ſhedin theſe ms; and for the 1dolarry of His Mother , the Toleration 
whereof in the Houſe, as it was marter of great ſ{umbling re all the 
: Proreſtanc Churches, ſo could ir not but be an-high provocation againſt him 
_ Whois 2 jealous God , viſiting the fins of the Fathers upon the Children: And: 
albeit, His Majeſty m'ghr extenuate His former” Carriages and Agions, in. 
> following of the advice, and walking tn the way of thoſe who are oppoſite to. 
- the-Covenanr. andto the work of God, and might excuſe His delaying to 
--give-fatisfaRion to the juſt andneceſſary Dehires of rhe Kirk andiKingdom: of 
* Sealend, from his education, and age, and evi! Counſel, and Company, * 
and from the firange and inſolznt proceedings of SeAaries againſt H's Royal 
Father; and in reference to Religion and the ancient Gorernment of the 
| Kingdom of England, towhich He hath the undoubred Right of Seceſſion ; 
* yerknowing that He hath co do with God, Hedoth ingen ouſly acknowledge 
- all Hisþwn fins, and all the fins of His Fathers Houſe , cravinz pardon, and: 
hoping for mercy and reconciliation through the blood of Jeſus Chrift, And 
_ as-fedoth value the conſtant Addreſſes that were made by His people to the 
| "Throne of grace on His b:half , when He floodin oppuſition to the Work of 

God, as a ſingular Teſtimony of Long-ſufferirg , patience and mercy upon 
* the Lordspart, and loyalty upon theirs; ſo doth He hope, and ſhall rake ir- 

as one of the greateſt tokens cf their love and afteRiton ro Him and to His Go- 

vernment , That they will continue in Prayer and Supplication to God for 

Him ; That the Lord, who ſpared and preſerved Him to.this day., notwith- 

| of all His Own euiltineſs, may be at peace with Him, andgive Him 
- tofear the Lord His God, and to ſerve him with a perfcR heart and with a wik. 

Iing minde all che dayes of His Life. : | 

_  S:8. 3. And His Majeſty having, upon full perſwaſion of the Juſtice and 
Banry.0r 2'l the Heads and Articles thereof , now Sworn and Sublcribed the 


; National Covenant of the Kingdom of Sc9:/and, and the Solemn League and\_ / 
Coyenant of the three Kingdoms of Scotland, Er laxd, and Ireland, Doth 
Declare, That He hath not Sworn and Subſcribed theſe Covenants,and entred 

-into the Oath of God with his P2ople , upon any finifter Intention and cro0- 
 kedDefign, for attzining His Own Ends 3 bur, io far-as Humane Weakneſs 
will pzrmic, inthe truth and fjaceciry of His beazt: And that He 1s firmly 

Reſolved, inthe Lords firength, ro:adhere therero , and to proſecpte to the 

wemoſt of His power , all the Ends thereof, in his Scation and Calling, real- 

ly, conſtantly and fincerely all thedayes of His life. I order to-which , He 
doth irxthe firſt place Profeſs and D=clare, That He will have no Enenues,but 

" the Enemies of the Covenant ; and that He will. have no Facnds, but the 

- "Frigndsof the Covenant ; And theretore, as He doth now decelt and abborre . 
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all:Popery, Superfticion and Idolarry ,, nigerder wh Prelacy, 'andall Errors 
Hreſie, Shiiſmn and Prophaneneſs, and reſolves nor to tolerate , much leſs- 
allow any of theſe in any part of His Majefties Dominions , but to oppoſe 
Himſelf.chereco , and to endeavour the Externazion thereof to the urmott of 
His power ; ſodoth He as-a Chriſtian Exhort , and as a King Require , That 
all ſuch of His Subjets, who have ſtood in Qppoſitionto the Solemn 
and Covenant, and Work of Reformation , upon a pretence of Kingly Inte- 
teſt, or any other pretext whacſoever, to lay doivn their Enmiry againſt the 
Cauſe and People of God , andto ceaſe to rre the Interſt of Man to the 
Intereſt of God ;. which hath been one of thoſe things which hath occaſioned 
many Troubles ani Calamities in theſe Kingdoms , and being inffte1 into ,, 
will bz ſo farre from ERabliſhing of che Kings Throne , thac ic will-prove an 
Idol of Jealouſie, ro provoke unto wrath him who is King of kings, and 
Lord of lords, The King: ſhall alwayes efteem them beſt S2rvants, and moſt 
Leg eas, who ſerve Him, and ſeek His Greatneſs in a right linz of ſub- 
OT ion unto God; G ting unto God the things that are Gods, and unto 
Ceſar the things that are Ceſars : And Reſolveth, not ro love or counte-= 
nance any who have ſo little Conſcience andP.ety , asto follow his Intereſts 
withra prejudice to the Goſpel and the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, which He 
looks not upon as a duty , but as flattery, anddriving of Self- Dehgnes,under 
a pretence of maintaining Royal Authority and Greatneſs, Secondly , Hig 
Majeſly being convinced in Conſcience of the exceeding great Sinfulneſs and 
Unlawtulneſ(s of that Treaty and Peace made with the Bloody Iriſh Rebels, 
who treacherouſly ſhed the Blood of ſo many of His Faithful and Loyal Sub- 
jzas in freland, andof allowing unto them the Liberty of the Popuh Reli- 
gion ; for the which He doth from His heart defire to be Geeply humbled be- 
tore the Lord: And likewiſe conſidering how many Breaches have been up- 
on their part , Doth Declare the ſame to be void , and that: His Majsfly, is 
abſolved therefrom ; being truly ſorry that He ſhould have ſought unto ſoun- 
lawful Help for Reſtoring of Hm to His Throne, and reſolving, fot the 1ime 
to.come, rather to chooſe Affiition than Sin, Thirdly , AsHis Majeſty did 
inthe late Treaty with His people in this Kingdom, agreeto recallandagnull. 
all Commiſſions againſt any of His Sub;e&s who did adhere to the Covenanc 
and Monarchical Government in any of His Kingdoms : - So. doth He. now- 
Declate, That by Commuſionating of ſome perſons by Sea agaiaſt the peapje, 
of Exgland, He did not intend Damage or Injury to His oppreſt and ; 44-—is | 
teſs Subj-&s in that Kingdom , who follow, thzir Trade of Merchandize in | 
their lawful Callings,: but only. the oppoſing and ſuppreſling of thoſe who had 
Uſurped the Government ; ,and not vnly barre Him from his juit Righc, but. 
ale exerciſe an Arbitrary Power ove; His people, in thoſe things which con- 
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- corn their *Pefſatis , Confciences and Eftares + - And as finee Hig coming in - 
” .t0:S-olard He hh given no Commithons againſt any of HisSabje&ts in Ew- 
etard or :reland., fo Hedoth hereby Afﬀure and Declare, That He wilt give 
none to their prejudice or damave;z and wharever ſhall be the Wrongs of theſe 
Ularpers , That He will be fo farre fromavenginz theſe upon any who are free 
thereof, 'by interrupting or Ropping the libefty of Trade and Merchandize, or 
otherwiſe , That He will ſeck their good, and to the utmoſt employ His Roy- 
at Power , Thar they may be proteed and defended azain(t the unjuſt Vio- 
tence of all men whatſoever. Andalbeit His Majeſty deſires ro conſirudt well 
of the Intentions of thoſe ( in reference to His Majetty ) who have been a- 
.&ivein Council or Arms againſt the Covenant yer, being convinced that ir 
deth condace for the Honour of God , the gaod of His Cauſe, and His Own 
Honour and Happineſs, and for the Peace and Safery of theſe Kinzdoms, That 
Auch be not employed in places of Power and Truſt, He doth Declare, That He 
wilnotemploy, nor give Commilhons to any ſuch, untill they have not o0n- 
Jyraken, or renewed the Covenant, bur alſo have given ſufficient evidences 
of their Integrity, Carriage and AﬀeSRion to the Wotk of Reformation, and 
ſhall be declared capable of Truſt by the Parliament of etther Kingdom re- 
ſpe&ive : And His Majeſty, upon the ſame grounds, doth -hereby recall all 
Commiſſions given to any-ſuch perſons ; conceiving all fuch perions will ſo 
much cender ,a good Underſtanding berwixt Him and His SubjeRs, and the 
fertling and preſerving a firm Peace in theſe Kingdoms , Thar they will nor 
grudoe nor repine at His Majefties Refolutions and Proceedings herein, much 
tefs upon diſconrent a& any thing in a divided way , unto the raifing of New 
Troubles, efpecially fince upon their pious and good deportmen,there is a Re- 
grels left unto them in manner above expreſs'd. : 
" Seft. I. Andas His Majefty hath given ſatisfa&ton to the juſt and neceſ- 
i + ode the Kirk and Kingdom of Scotland, fo doth He hereby aflure 
declare, That He is no leſs willing and deſirous to give ſatisfaRtion to rhe 
Juſt and neceſſary Deſires of His good Subje&s in England and Ireland; and 
mn token thereot , if che Houſes of Parliament of England, fitting in Free- 
dom, ſhall think fir ro preſent unto Him the Propofitions of Peace, agreed 
"__ both Kingdoms, He will not only accord tothe fame, and ſuch alce- 
tions thereanent , asthe Houſes of Parlamentj+in regard of the Confticu- 
tion of affairs , and the good of His Majeſty and His Kingdoms , ſball- judge 
neceſſary, bur do what is further neceſſary for proſecuting the ends of the 
Solemn League and Covenant , eſpecially in thoſe things which concern the 
Reformarion of the Church of Exgland , in Do&rine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, 
and Government; That notonly the DireRory of Worſhip, the Confeſſion 
«fFaich, and Catechiſm, bur alſo the Propotitions and DireRory for oh 
IO | | overn- 
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Government, accorded upqn'by the Synod of Divines at #eftwwnſtey , 
be ſexjed ; and PRC Pon'vy} fue po enjoy the full Libe _ 
Freedoth of all Aſſemblies, and Power of Kirk-Cenſures, and of all the Ordi- 
nances of Jeſus Chriſt, according tothe Rule of his own Word: _ And thac 
| whatſoever is commanded by the God of Heaven, may be diligently done for. 
rhe Houſe of the God of Heaven ; and, whatever heretofore hath been the 
ſuggeſtions of ſome ro him , to render His Majeſty jealous of His Parliament, 

of the Servants of God © Yet as He hath declared, that in Scotland þ 
will hearken to their Counſel, and follow their Advice in thoſe ings 6 
concern that Kingdom and Kirk ; Sodoth He alſo declare His firm | 
tion to manage the Government of the Kingdom of £ng/and by the Advice of. | - 
His Parliameat, conſiſting of an Houſe of Lords and of an Houſe of Come - 
mons there ; andin thoſe things that cancern Religion, to pref-rre the coun-- 
ſels of the Miniſters of the Goſpel to all other Counſels whatfoever. And 
thatall che world may ſee how much Hz tenders the ſafery of Hts peoplz, and 
how precious their Blood is in His figar,, and how deſirous Hz 1s to recover: 
His Crown and Government in Eng/az4 by peaceable means; as He doth 
efteem rhe ſervice of thoſe who firſt engazed in thz Covenant , and have fiance 
char cime faichfully. followed che ends thereof, to be Duty co God, and 
alry to Him 3 ſo is He willing, in regard of others who have been involve4in 
theſe late Commotlions in Exglazd, againlt Religion and Goverument, to 
5 an A& of Oblivion , excepting only ſome few.in that Nation, who baye 

n chief Obtrucers of the work of Reformation , and chief Authorsof the 


chanze of the Government, and of the Murther of His Royal Father. Pro- 
vided, Thar theſe who are to have the benefic of this AR, lay down Arms, ani 
return unto the obedience of their lawful Soveraign. 

Set, V. The Committee of Eſtates of the Kingdom, and General AF- 
ſembly of the Kirk of Scorland, having declared fo fully in what concernsthe- 
SeRaries, and the preſent Dzſigns , Reſolutions and Actings-of their Army 
again(t th2 Kingdom of Scatlazd : Andthe ſame Commurcee and Aſſembly 
having ſufficiegtly. laid open publique Dangers and Duties , both upon the 
right hand and upon the left, Itis nor needful for His Majeſty ro add any 
thing thereunto ; except, That in thoſe things He doth commend and approve 
them, and chat He Reſolves to live and dye with them, and His Loyal Subjects, 
in proſecution of the Ends of the Covenant. 

Seft, VI, And whereas that prevailing patty in Ele , after all their 
ſtrange Uſurpations, and inſolent Agings in that Land, Do not only keep 
His Majeſty from'the Government of that - 5 He by force of Arms, /butal- + : 
ſo have now Invaded the Kingdom of Scotland, who have deſerved better . + 
things at their hands, and agunſ whom they have no juſt quarrel; His 
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dayes ?- And will not Po- 


Kairs, whilſt Heftood in Oppoſition to the Work of God -yet the ſtate of the 
'guzftion being now: aſtered, and His MaxeRy having obratned Mercy to be 
'on Gods fide, and to preferre Gods Intereſt before His Own, He hopes, That 
*the Lord will be gracious, and countenance his. own Cate in- the hands of 
weak and finful Infiruments, ' againſt all Enemies whatſoever, This 18 all thar 
can be ſaid by His M2 ſly preſent, rothoſe in Exglend and Tre/axd, at ſich 
_ «aJiftance; and as they ſhall acquic themſelves art thts time in the a&hye dif- 
charge of their neceſſary Duties, ſo ſhall they be accepred before; God , en 
'dearedts His MajeRy, arfd their Names hadin r=membrance throughout the 
:  , "World. Givenat Our Court at D«sfirm/inthelxtecnth day of Augaſt, 1650. 
- _-adinchefvcond year of Out Raign. + arr 
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